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Evolution of U.S. archives

• 1791 Massachusetts Historical Society

• 1849 Minnesota Historical Society

• 19th century Library collections

• 1901 Alabama State Archives

• 1909 American Historical Association 
“Conference of Archivists”

• 1934 U.S. National Archives 

• 1936 Society of American Archivists



SAA sections: 13

Acquisitions & Appraisal  

Archivists of Religious 
Collections  

Business Archives

College & University 
Archives  

Description  

Electronic Records

Government Records 

Manuscript Repositories

Museum Archives  

Oral History

Preservation  

Reference, Access and 

Outreach  

Visual Materials
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SAA round tables - 26

Architectural Records  

Archival Educators  

Archival History  

Archives Management  

Archivists & Archives of Color  

Congressional Papers  

Encoded Archival Description (EAD) 

International Archival Affairs  

Issues & Advocacy  

Labor Archives  

Latin American and Caribbean Cultural 
Heritage Archives  

Lesbian & Gay Archives  (LAGAR) 

Local Government Records  

Lone Arrangers 

Metadata and Digital Object  

Native American Archives  

Performing Arts  

Privacy & Confidentiality  

Recorded Sound  

Records Management  

RLG Programs  

Science, Technology & Healthcare  

Security  

Visual Materials Cataloging & Access  

Women Archivists  

Women's Collections 
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Professional associations

• 1936 Society of American Archivists

• 1955 Association of Records Managers 
and Administrators

• 1974 National Association of 
Government Archives and Records 
Administrators

• 2001 Council of State Archivists
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Geographic associations: 46

Archivists Round Table of Metropolitan New York, Inc. 

Archivists of the Houston Area

Arizona Paper and Photograph Conservation Group

Association of Hawaii Archivists

Association of St. Louis Area Archivists

Austin Archivists Associated

Bay Area Archivists

Capital Area Archivists of New York

Charleston Archives, Libraries and Museums Council

Chicago Area Archivists

Chicago Area Business Archivists

Cleveland Archival Roundtable

Conference of Inter-Mountain Archivists

Connecticut River Archives Group

Delaware Valley Archivists Group

Greater New Orleans Archivists

Kansas City Area Archivists

Kentucky Council on Archives

Long Island Archives Conference

Louisiana Archives and Manuscripts Association

Maine Archives & Museums

Miami Valley Archives Roundtable

Michigan Archival Association

Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference 

Midwest Archives Conference (MAC) 

New England Archivists (NEA)

New England Archivists of Religious Institutions

New Hampshire Archives Group

New York Archives Conference

Northwest Archivists, Inc.

Palmetto Archives, Libraries and Museum Council

Public History Alliance of Missouri (PHAM)

Saint Louis Area Religious Archivists

Seattle Area Archivists

Society of Alabama Archivists

Society of California Archivists

Society of Florida Archivists

Society of Georgia Archivists

Society of Indiana Archivists

Society of North Carolina Archives

Society of Ohio Archivists

Society of Rocky Mountain Archivists

Society of Southwest Archivists

Society of Tennessee Archivists

Southeastern Wisconsin Archivists Group

Twin Cities Archives Roundtable
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Library & Archives of Canada

“The new institution allows us to streamline 
and strengthen our provision of service, to 
integrate the access we provide, and to 
sharpen our focus on the client. It allows us to 
shift resources to new areas that will be 
critical for the future, such as effective 
management of digital information and better 
understanding of how people seek and use 
information in the digital age.” [2002]



California Digital Library

metadata (a single online catalog for all the libraries 
and archives in the university system); publishing 
(e-books in collaboration with the University of 
California Press); an institutional digital repository 
(for various digital resources created and used by 
the university faculties); a regional digital archives 
(the online archives of California, serving 
repositories throughout the state); web archiving 
(harvesting state government web sites and data); 
as well as curriculum for primary and secondary 
schools

1997



National Digital Infrastructure and 
Information Preservation Program

• Formed in 2000

• App. US$100 million total budget

• “Develop a national strategy to collect, 
archive and preserve the burgeoning 
amounts of digital content, especially 
materials that are created only in digital 
formats, for current and future 
generations” 



Minnesota NDIIPP project

• Partners: CA, IL, KS, MS, TN, VT, 
California Digital Library, National 
Council of State Legislatures, private 
companies (Thomson Reuters)

• Budget: US$723,000

• “Collect, preserve and provide access to 
at-risk digital content from state 
legislatures”



Contact information

Robert Horton

Minnesota Historical Society

robert.horton@mnhs.org

www.mnhs.org


